292	LORD CHESTERFIELD'S WOBKS.
" meat, and very little of that; he drinks no thin " wines, and never sits up late, for he has his full dose " by eleven.
" Colonel Culverin is a brave old experienced officer, " though but a Lieutenant-Colonel of Foot. Between "you and me, he has had great injustice done him, " and is now commanded by many, who were not born " when he came first into the army. He has served "in Ireland, Minorca, and Gibraltar, and would have " been in all the late battles in Flanders, had the regi-" ment been ordered there. It is a pleasure to hear " him talk of war. He is the best-natured man alive, " but a little too jealous of his honour, and too apt to " be in a passion ; but that is soon over, and then he " is sorry for it. I fear he is dropsical, which I im-" pute to his drinking your Champagnes and Burgun-" dies. He got that ill habit abroad.
" Sir George Ply ant is well-born, has a genteel for-" tune, keeps the very best company, and is to be sure "one of the best-bred men alive: he is so good-" natured, that he seems to have no will of his own. " He will drink as little or as much as you please, and " no matter of what. He has been a mighty man " with the ladies formerly, and loves the crack of the " whip still. He is our newsmonger, for being a gentleman of the Privy-Chamber, he goes to Court " every day, and consequently knows pretty well what " is going forward there. Poor gentleman I I fear we " shall not keep him long, for he seems far gone in a "consumption, though the doctors say it is only a " nervous atrophy.
" Will Sitfast is the best-natured fellow living, and " an excellent companion, though he seldom speaks;